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you' Jl note that these figures put the 
Suzuki pretty much on top of the heap 
in terms of fuel efficiency for all the 
engines we've tested so far in this 
program. 

At the end of the day, it's pretty 
hard to complain about 1.01gph (4.65 
Llph) at the sweet spot of 4,250, 
cruising along at 13 knots very nicely 
- how economical is this? The best 
speed probably is 4,500-4,750 when 
the Stacer was clipping along at a 
very comfortable 15. odd knots. 
Considering we were loaded up with 
camera gear, test equipment, Ruth and 
I, in what is not a small boat at all, 
the Stacer 429 Nomad, we were very 
pleased with the figures and 
performance. 

Conclusion 
The Suzuki DF25 provides hard 

evidence of the need to test all these 
different engines because they are 
quite different, which is not what 
most people expect. 

Apart from their obvious 
engineering differences, such as 2 
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cylinder, 3 cylinder, 4 cylinder etc, 
you get these individual variations on 
a theme such as an In-line engine, a 
Vee configuration, and the 
construction and weight of the engine 
also varies from model to model. 

But we'll keep testing them, and 
we'll keep drawing conclusions - and 
in this case, at this point in our test 
program, I think the Suzuki 25 has 
nudged itself slightly ahead of the 
mob, because it's providing 
beautifu lIy smooth performance, 
exceptionally good economy, it's 
green and clean to the highest 
standards, it's not overly expensive at 
$4,750 (incl GST) as tested here for 
the long shaft, rope start, and it's 
backed by one of the best outboard 
service and parts organisations across 
Australia. 

It's a good looking unit, beautifully 
made, and they can hang one in my 
Christmas stocking any time they 
want - I think it's a little ripper. 

In the writer's opinion, choosing 
engines in this class is quite hard, and 
we get many calls and letters from 

Left: Get a load of this piece of engine 
casting! Driven in part by a dedicated 
fan off the crakshaft, this is Suzuki's 
'ram air' induction manifold. Its job is 
to boost the amount of air going into 
the fuel mix through the single carby. 
It works, too. 

readers pleading with us to nominate 
which is the "best" engine in a 
particular category. This will 
undoubtedly stimulate many such 
letters and enquiries. 

"What did you really think of that 
Suzy 251" will be the question, and 
"Is it better than a Yamaha, or a 
Honda, or a ... ?" 

For the record, we'd like to observe 
that it's not rocket science trying to 
choose which engine is better, 
because the top manufacturers all 
make very good products. That's a 
given. What we tend to look for are 
the supplementary issues - particular 
characteristics ie, one engine might be 
way heavier than another (and that's a 
big issue if you've got a bad back) or 
the price might be substantially 
different between brands in your city 
or town. 

Or you might think the service 
bloke is called Richard Cranium at 
Brand 'A' and you'd prefer to get 
your engine serviced by the other 
bloke at Brand 'B' on the other side 
of town, whom you get on with very 
well, and he's probably looked after 
your engines for the last 'X' years. 

These are the real issues that 
readers should concentrate on when 
making a purchase decision. We can 
test the engine, provide all the 
performance details and all the fuel 
flow data and so on, but at the end of 
the day, each reader has to look at his 
local environment and decide who 
will give him the best service long 
term, who will look after his engine 
for him over the years, and then you 
get into the price point packaging ­
and It can vary by thousands of 
dollars. 

It's quite a complex process, and 
we're not avoiding the Big Question 
here at all- quite the opposite. 

We'd recommend very strongly that 
(for example) if you've got a good 
Suzuki dealer in your town, he's got a 
competent service department, the 
price is right, then we'd buy this 
engine with absolute confidence. 

F&B 


